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*by Ghengiz to recover his kingdom, some upon his death
invaded Syria, and others entered the service of the Sultan
of Iconium. These tribes had originally been located
upon the southern bank of the Oxus, and from them
issued one Orthogrul, the son of Soliman, the father of
Othman or Osman, the founder of the Ottomans or
Osmanlis, who took Boursa from the Greek Emperor
and subdued Bithynia up to the shores of the Propontis.
In the domestic rivalry between the Cantacuzeni and
the Pateologi for the throne of Constantinople, Soliman,
the son of Orchan, the son of Othman, was called in by
the former prince, and out-staying his welcome, settled
in Thrace in 1353. Amurath L, son of Orchan, subdued
the whole of that province up to the walls of Constanti-
nople and made Adrianople the seat of his government,
destroyed the power of the Slav principalities, and made
thousands of his European captives Moslems and mem-
bers of his bodyguard, the origin of the famous force of
the Janizaries. Amurath's successor, Bajazet or Ilderim,
who ascended the throne in 1389, reduced all Anatolia,
brought the Servians and Bulgarians under the yoke,
and Macedonia and Thessaly, received the title of Sultan
from the Caliph at Cairo, and defeated Sigismond, king
of Hungary, at Nicopolis in 1396. Constantinople would
have now fallen into the hands of the Ottomans had
not Bajazet been defeated by Tamerlane in 1402.
Timur is commonly described as a Mongul or Mughal,
because he claimed to be the representative of Ghengiz
Khan and because he revived the Tartar Empire. He
defended Transoxiana against the kings of Kashgar, with
such success that in r 370 he received the chief command,
and between that date and 1400 annexed Kharizm and
Persia, which for half a century, since the death of the
last ruler of the house of Ghengiz, had been a prey to
intestine strife, anci reduced Turkestan or Eastern Tartary